
International
Conference
“Untold Stories Come Alive”
Poland to Buffalo Through World War II

October 3, 2OO9 
at the WNED Studios
140 Lower Terrace St

Buffalo, NY 14202-4330
(next to the Adam’s Mark Hotel)

&

October 4, 2OO9
Corpus Christi Church 

199 Clark Street 
Buffalo, NY 14212

and

at Dom Polski
1081 Broadway

Buffalo, NY 14212

Polish Legacy Project in Buffalo - WWII
www.PolishLegacyBuffalo.com

Key Presenters ______________
Irene Tomaszewski
Montreal writer, co-author of Zegota: 

the Council for Aid to 
Jews in Occupied Poland 
1942-45, and author 
of Inside a Gestapo 
Prison: The Letters of 
Krystyna Wituska. She 
has written for Canadian 
newspapers, worked 

on documentaries on 
Polish subjects, and 
organized lectures and 
conferences as well 

as a Polish studies program for Polish 
university students.
 

The Honorable David A. Franczyk 
Buffalo, NY City Council President and 
Lecturer in History. 

The Honorable Carl L. Bucki 
Chief Judge of the United States 
Bankruptcy Court of the Western District 
of New York.

Sophie Hodorowicz-Knab
Author, currently writing a book on 
Polish women who were slave laborers of 
the Nazis. 
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Celestine Zwolak-Arena 
Faculty at Oakland Community College 
in Auburn Hills, Michigan.  Areas of 
expertise include WW II, Women’s Studies 
and ethnic identity in literature. 

Henry Sokolowski 
Toronto, Canada. President, Kresy - 
Siberia Foundation, documenting Soviet 
deportations of Polish citizens.     

“Untold Stories Come Alive”
Conference sponsored by: 

Polish Legacy Project,
Buffalo - WW II
P.O. Box 811
Buffalo, NY 14240-0811
www.PolishLegacyBuffalo.com

In collaboration with:

Polish American Congress
Western New York Division 
P.O. Box 1242 
Buffalo, NY 14240 
www.pacwny.org 

Conference Partners: 

City of Buffalo
Office of Common Council 
President: David Franczyk
www.ci.buffalo.ny.us.
Home/Leadership 

Canisius College
The Permanent Chair of 
Polish Culture 
http://canisius.edu/polish/

Media Partner:
WNED
PO Box 1263
Buffalo, New York 14240
www.wned.org

Additional conference features: 
•Wartime photo displays;
•Assistance with genealogical research
•Topical book sales
•Photo scanning service (bring your old   
   pictures).

Irene Tomaszewski as 
a fiive year old in a 
Polish refugee camp 
in Africa.



“Untold Stories Come Alive”

An invitation...

This year marks the 70th anniversary of 
the invasion of Poland by Nazi Germany 
and the Soviet Union; the start of WWII. 

The war exacted an enormous physical 
and human toll. Apart from the millions 
of dead, millions of others became 
displaced from their homes. Many of 
these displaced persons found a home 
outside of their homeland, in England, 
Australia, and in North America, in 
places like Toronto and Buffalo.  

Since settling here, these immigrants 
quietly built new lives, worked hard and 
generally kept silent about what they 
had experienced. 

Conscious of the fact that many of the 
survivors have died, taking their stories 
to their graves forever, the Polish Legacy 
Project in Buffalo - WWII was formed 
with the aim of documenting the stories 
of those who are still among us. Feeling 
a sense of urgency, we have set out to 
document these stories now so that we 
can share them with the community-at-
large. 

Whether you are interested in hearing 
the untold stories of Polish survivors, or 
are a survivor yourself, we invite you to 
participate in our conference 
entitled: 

“Poland to Buffalo Through WWII: 

Untold Stories Come Alive”.
***

For additional information call
Tel. Number: 716-510-7562

Conference Agendas
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Saturday, October 3, 2OO9
WNED Studios
8:00 - 9:00 ....... Registration 
 and Continental Breakfast
8:00 - 9:15 ....... Invocation and Welcome
9:15 - 10:00 .....“Poland and WWII”                    
 Hon. David A. Franczyk,
10:00 - 10:15 ... Break
10:15 - 10:30 ... “I Remember”
                      Film clips of Polish survivors
10:30 - 12:00 .. “Untold Stories Come Alive ”
 Panel: Polish WWII Survivors 
 tell their stories
                         Moderator:  Hon. Carl Bucki                       
12:00 - 1:00 .... Lunch
1:00 - 2:00 ....... “The Children’s Odyssey” 
 Irene Tomaszewski
2:00 - 2:15 ....... Break
2:15 - 4:00 ....... “Getting the Story Out”
 Presenters:
                       Sophie Hodorowicz-Knab
                       Irene Tomaszewski
                        Celestine Zwolak-Arena
                 Henry Sokolowski
4:00 - 6:00 .......Reception

Additional features: Wartime photo displays; 
assistance with genealogical research; topical 
book sales; photo scanning service (bring your old 
pictures).

* * *

Sunday, October 4, 2OO9
Honoring Our Survivors
10:00 - 11:00 .. Mass
 Corpus Christi Church
                          199 Clark Street
 Buffalo, NY 14212

Reunion of Survivors & Descendants:
Dom Polski (one block away at 1081 Broadway)

11:40 - 1:15 ..... Brunch and Singing 
 led by Fr. Krysa & Pani Golebiowska
1:15 - 2:15 ....... Film “Exiles”
2:15 - 4:00 ....... Discussion:
 “Where do we go from here?”

Zaproszenie ___________
Serdecznie zapraszamy Państwa na 
konferencję i zjazd pod hasłem  

“Z Polski do Buffalo 
poprzez II wojnę światową”    

 W 70 rocznicę  wybuchu drugej 
wojny światowej postanowiliśmy 
zorganizować spotkanie aby upamięt-
nić i uhonorować tych Polaków którzy 
przeżyli wojnę. 

 Spotkanie to zostało zorganiz-
owana przez grupę dzieci immigrantów 
powojennych którzy utworzyli 
organizację pod nazwą Polish Legacy 
Project in Buffalo-WWII, organizacja 
która ściśle współpracuje z Kon-
gresem Polonii Amerykańskiej. 

 Mamy nadzieję że ta kon-
ferencja umożliwi społeczeństwu 
Amerykańskiemu zapoznać się z 
wojennymi przejściami Polaków jak 
również z losem całego narodu.  

 Przez wiele lat Polacy którzy 
znaleźli się na obczyźnie nie 
opowiadali o swoich trudnych przej-
ściach które przeżyli, czy to 
w Polsce czy w Niemczech czy na 
Syberii.  

 Skoro tak mało  świadków zostało 
pośród nas, zdecydowaliśmy że teraz 
jest czas najwyższy pozostawić 
jakiś ślad o osobistych i wspólnych 
wspomnieniach dla kolejnych pokoleń, 
dla dzieci i wnuków, jak również 
dla społeczeństwa Amerykańskiego. 

 Wszystkich świadków wojny ser-
decznie zapraszamy na konferencję  
bezpłatnie.

________________________ ___________________


